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caanary caa-under v/us o -cable of putting it into operation, but who 
on the contrary- were most diligent in their efforts to exclude rae 
froa ary influence in its disposition, -nd countered qy flux' sugges- 
tions with rebuffs, -jfter the landing of -ncrican troops I vns at least 
able to bring about the construction of sa.-e additional rhanbic unr 
tennos, in order to permit coverage of the entire lie iiterr^mean area, 

I had .t," own :^Linte..ance men do tills v/ork, to void the red tape of 
dealing v/ith Luftvmffe construction engineers, and the offices who 
controlled then, Vhis installation enabled us within short period 
to clarify the v/h ole Test -rfrioan ground organization. 

In the fall of 1942 the battalion received its first increment of 
air hues to be used on the intercept sets nid in the evaluation caa- 
pary . --year before I ha., forscen an increasing shortage of personnel 
-nd suggested to the Chi -3 telle to lay their hands on a quantity of 
air .Zacs suitable # for ;issigrt:;ent to the Signal Intelligence Service, 

I 3 intained that if the Geiv^n boat Office „«partaent could work v/ith 
feeble radio, telephone, .-nd teletype operators, that ,/e could do the 
G4ie in trie Signal Intelligence Service, - t the time, the suggestion 
w.s dismissed with the retort that vra.ien were not v/ell suited for 
Signal intelligence work, bow, because of the prospective shortage 
Oi ^le personnel the use of female auxill -ries yk^q commended fraa 
-hove, I can only say that the gilds 1 had as raalo operators, whether 
in wesci.ge center or in intercept work, did most excellently,. «-riu that 
i.y section ciiiefs agreed vrith me in tills opinion* by J.rls often proved 
that the- ere better suitea to ralio v/orl: th-n the aver-ge soldier. So 
towards the enu of the v/ar 1 ran the regimental message center, a 
signal center with fourteen t runs; Jitters, nd traffic posts, exclusive*- 
ly v/ith air J- cs, except for two section chiefs. 

In th<^ course of ..notiicr inspection of the unit by General kartini, 
the incapacity of the battalion oaa wilder bec^.ie so cr assly evident, 
that shortly -iter he v/as relievcu of ids catmnd, ~\it instead of 
learning the lesson of erpcriejioe, .-m giving this a Job where he 
could do no ...ore haiu, once .g in he was entrusted with a battalion 
which uj; to that time h _u ;i v&i* _ooa results, but under his leader- 
ship soon s-ri so low that ifter unceasing protests fraa higher 
echelons, he \i s in tui-n remove 1 froa this post, kot until then did he 
finally urqg o/w of the picture for good* 

-iter I hue* thus got tea b -ck into the swing of :iy work, I took up 
the letter of the orphined rud -r intercept coup -ny, v/hiefr w uj still 
helpless in the face of its sdssion. I h -d witnessed the choigo 
ever fra., low frequency to hxtfi, rm Iraa hi Ji to VII in ull their 
phases, on the sets and in ev-luatior_, I could cle *r ]y see, that 
now the d-y of electronics h.x arrived nd that herein lay the future 
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of the Signal Intelligence Service, Out of these experiences I worked 
principally against all tendencies that were directed toward making 
radar intercept a separate enterprise , which was done for thoroughly 
understandable human reasons that were basically wrong however in 
practise. 


mbining Rad ar 
intercept with 


To start with I transferred the staff of the radar caapaiy into 
lap evaluation. This provided the exterior framework for cooperation 
Signal Intelligence between radar intercept and signal intelligence. Then I called to life 
Evaluation tbs office of radar control, which up to this time had. existed only 

on paper, set up new out-stations, increased the caapaiy's personnel 
and equipment, jpive it clearly defined assignments, sent officers and 
enlisted men on temporary duty to radar intercept stations along the 
English Channel in order to gain experience, made liaison with the 
German Radar Intercept Service to provide training for ny men, and 
laid the foundation of the processing of eneny navigational aids and 
aircraft tracking ty radar in the Mediterranean Theater. In order to 
handle the mission adequately, I inore.ised radar intercept service 
by one additional cotroaiy whose job was coverage of and aircraft 
reporting nets. 


H* 1 Coverage in the 
Eastern Ijediterrarv- 


ean 

Spring 1543 



Together with the alreaty mentioned incorpo: ition of the 9./40 
ccopajv' (in Crete) into battalion, problems of ground- -ir and air- 
air traffic once more because the center of interest. Above all it was 
iijportant to find a wor liable ,„ethod of intercepting VHP, for the Bri~ 
tiah ch-nged over all their lighters with veiy few exceptions to VHP 
caiminicutions in the Iledlterr'anean in 1942. Our engineers declared 
the problem insoluble bee** :se in the mediterranean it was sometimes 
necessary to spun distances over 1000 kilCLieters, I did not allow cy- 
self to be distracted ty the pondering? of the theoreticians, ~nd sent 
<i reconnaissance team to the mountains of Crete with instructions that 
thef make observ-t: inm at different altitudes, eax^ecially -long the 
coast so that there iris nothing but water in the foreground. The oen 
showed entbislos^ for this enterprise, md did not sty amy from 

the greatest efforts under conditions of intolerable be-t, water short 
age, and sldjsp rations. Success w s most sur^. rising; in sezae places 
VHP V- could be heard perfectly at distances of 1200 kilometers* It 
turned out subsequently that reception of this sort depended very much 
on the weather. 


Antenna problems The principal problem w^s that of -nternias* Receiving owl t H/T 

antennas which air rdio industry constructed for intercept Yiork along 
The English Channel pro vet: entirely inappropriate for use under the 
conditions in which we had to orl:. The winds that prevailed on these 
mountains world either bend thaa exit of shape or uproot them very 
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soon despite- the best anchoring that could be devised. So after i>uich 
experimentation we developed a new type of dipole antenna, Fortunately 
this type proved not only nore durable , but improved reception not- 
ably. 







as a radio amateur and technician of long standing, X had anticip- 
ated the technical war on the part of England and *ffierica long since, 

X was thoroughly convinced that IIP vras a tiling of the past and that the 
ena y iiud alreat^r invaded the field of electronics, To our misfortune 
we had been vezy short sighted in these matters, Whereas in 1933# and 
thereafter, every amateur radio operator was deprived of his tranacd to- 
ting license for political reasons, and was thus bereft of aU further 
incentive towards radio technical research, in the Angles ^saerican 
countries the amateurs v/ere enormously encouraged and protected! by a 
favorable policy* And these amateurs to no 3 nall extent are to be 
thanked for the progress made in these fields, I could see all along 
how the eneqy managed to effect const ;int inprovej.ients in their VHF 
technique while we remained static once v/e \v-d achieved sme thing* 

This applied to radar as well. Whereas until the end of the war the 
3et used by our ground troops rauaxned veiy difficult to move around, 
our eneqy would be able to set up a splendid SAW service in a country 
right after occupying it, I mentioned this tine nd tine again in the 
course of lectures to higher staff officers. On every possible oc- 
casion I presented these developments for the observation of i,y of- 
ficers and technic *1 .an, and planned ny operations accordingly , 
Unfortunately X always encountered great difficulties in obtaining sets 
and by a lick of understanding on the part of j*y superiors whose busin- 
ess it wl 3 to help solve ;_y problej is in the cose of replacements of 
VHc 1 sets, I w-s either very ueagerly served or completely ignored, -vid 
in tliis situation the personal element played in unfortunate part, 

L/Mle vje who were stationed in the ^outhe st were surrounded by gueril- 
la bands, in a land .vith a crumbling internal econory, unpleasant 
climate, unu short rations, those in Pr ince -nd ~taly, *3 Tar as they 
had gotx_ enough connections, u~de the most lirairioufl purchases and 
lived veiy generously, do I very rarely received -ry visitors frem 
Germary; indeed X con remember only two car three, whereas otter coun- 
tries were visited most frequently, . itter of fact, I w^s not 

the ^iri to scour the lam for edibles -/it h which to win favors; -nd 
in this respect :y officers h - Iso kept their tands clean# -*^ccoru- 
ingly we were slighted, at in spite -of straightened circuustances, 
by helping ourselves vie ./ere ^blc to per om intercept coverage aver 
large areas with li-d-ted m to monitor these -re 03 success- 

fully, In 1943 W battalion ws responsible for cover- ge of the rea 
frot, the -Adriatic Coast to the Jiime-, including the Ageon Islands 
nd the bodemnese. 


1 


^portance of the 
southeast 


IXiring 11 these conferences -a. uiscasaions concern* i*g Ly neea 
for enaipuent, Berlin always respumm that the lulk-us were of miner 
insert /nee in the uilit ny scheme. I th-t oaeparud to the 
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colossal battle raging in the East, the intensely bitter fighting in 
Etoly, anil the huge preparations for the invasion in the West, the 
Baliin area was a <jiiet theatre. But X always emphasized that a loss 
of the Balkan States, or even a change in their political canplextlon, 
night mean for us the loss of the war. In this 1 believe I saw far more 
clearly than uy superiors upon whoa rested the decision concerning ay 
requests, namely* that vdthout Roumanian oil we would be unable in the 
long run to continue tbs war. In fact, the treachery of Roumania proved 
that in spite of the utmost exertions put forth ly the German people, 
the war was lost, 

-ns soon as I become battalion ccraaan&er, I forbade the operations 
of airborne H/ r £ interceptors as it had ^ust been reported to me that the 
twenty-fourth of these had been shot down; i*nd especially because in 
the last months they had been participating in missions vdthout a re- 
ceiving set, only for the purpose of calming the recce crews who were 
occufitaaed to having them along, I felt that further expenditure of 
such valuable personnel was not to be tolerated. The flying IV^T inters 
cept operators had aocaaplished great things during the time that the 
British fighters still used KF caomunication; but when the British 
changed over to VHP, our industry never caught up vdth them, because 
until the end of the war it never nanagsd to turn out a VHP receiver 
according to the specifications of the Luftwaffe Signal Intelligence 
Service* however, this fact could not be told to the recce crews, whose 
daily flight to .Alexandria was becoming more and more of a. death flight, 
thanks to the deadly accurate British radar and the might of their 
defensive fighter aim* But still the agh Canoand could not pass up the 
visual observation and photographic reconnaissance of the Allies, prin- 
cipally because life on the scantily-garrisoned and guerrilla teeming 
Balkans indicated more than arywhere else the symptoms of a pending 
invasion* So I set up in Rhodes, Crete, and later on in Duraszo,Fighter 
Warning Stations, little ileltiekopfe, that combined the results of I^T 
and radar interception am transmitted then to the Recce planes on their 
tactical fre<mency. 

Then the restem Mediterranean was lost ty the fall of Tunis, the 
Kaiy tried to tbeir positions in the -cgsan more tenable. In order 

to intercept the naval radar of the British, the German Kavy installed 
on 3(me of the islands of the -cgean radar intercept stations, and, 
since t'rarj could afford no specialists of their own, I was assigned the 
plajuiin^, organization m ci ection of these stations, C aian d of this 
new enterprise constitute a for me - most welc me reinforcement of per* 
sonnel .-m e(xiips*ent, because in this way sy otto stations were made 
available for other tasks. Collaboration with the i:avy took pi -ca with- 
out friction, -nc proved vciy successful. If we had hod only <xm sub- 
marine chaser things would have gone b dly for the All ied suL-arinea, 
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But at a jy rate this service at least vouchsafed a considerably longer 
life to our List Naval ferries* 

In order to jam the nSV of the British recce planes, a radar inter*- 
cept ccupaiy was transferred to Crete in *^>ril 1942. Y/hile this can- 
pary was qilte successful on interception, the results of their work 
unfortunately were not exploited due to a lack of co-ordimtion with 
other units as, for instance, fighter control cooperation with Con r 
pajy 9*/40, already stationed in Crete, and which would have been the 
most natural thing to do, failed because of personal differences 
existing between officers of the respective units* -As a result the Jam- 
ming ccmpary sank gradually into oblivion, As the officer responsible 
for all SIS in this theatre, the Lt.Col, we have already several times 
mentioned didn't know what to do with the canpajy, meanwhile the losses 
of Axis shipping in the straits of Sicily had reached such intolerable 
proportions that it was decided to transfer the bull: of the idle Cas- 
par^ in Crete to the western mediterranean. I am uncertain of the re- 
sults obtained there by this canpaiy, but judging ty continuing loo- 
ses of *ods shipping, I v/ould say they were not significant* Naval 
officers complained bitterly of the lack of success, generally, of 
jamming operations* 

In order to assemble under one camaand all the battered and weakened 
-Luftwaffe Units in the Lelkam, the Luftwaffe Comand Southeast was 
formed in the Spring of ^n£ ly battalion was desi^iated riiaber 

three in the Ydr Signd Regiment belonging to it* ly relations with the 
regiment, whose ccLLander was not even allowed to set foot on sy post 
for sec rity reasons, was not a very enjcyible oiw. But General 
Gosew^cch was iw^ed chief signal officer for this Luftwaffe Camand, he 
who had already p,ven ue uich encouragem ent and support when X was in 
France, "has beg-n the golden age of ^ battalion, made possible 
the fact that the chief signal officer had us always in mind; then (too 
the cq ax-nding general took interest in our v/ork, ~nd concerned 

himself to a great degree with the Signal Intelligence Service, and 
often offered suggestions for improveme.its ^nd innovations to ne per- 
sonally* 

Closest Cooper^t- Chus tie coruiectio between Sign X Intelligence the Gab- 

ion with the Staffs ;mand in the Southeast became particularly close* In JiiQiat 1943, the 
H<y-Day of the Hat- in mailing General made a thorough ins ectioc of the battalion, j*S an 
t lion expression of his 3-tiaf ction he granted us a special supple, jentajy 

1943 - 1944 ration ~nd awarded distinction to especially deserving soldiers* I was 

called in to brief him at le.-at once ^ month* lie studied all our reports 
most carefully, suggested changes, nci provided gre.it stimulus to our 
work. Z w o x .*11 _ irt of . t 1 knowledge X owe to him* f fhe subse- 

• ruent develoi^ent of the battalion would h ve been imp oea^ble without 

h-^ w ood -rill s-pport, especially since the opposition nd ejidty 
we encounterea fra. tlx GhL-£ telle in Berlin, the superannuated 
or^nisetieBB like the Ground Observer aerice did not grow weaker 
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as the work increased and we explored new territoi y. 

In order to secure fixes on Allied radio beacons and navigational 
aids, I had an MF D/F base line set up for the Ijediterranean* It 
served us well in the chec]dng changes of location made ly Anerican 
units, for American flying units had the peculiarity of moving their 
beacons around with them when they transferred to .nether field. 

At this tine the platoon that had cracked the British four- figure 
traffic was ordered by the Chi-S telle transferred to Berlin* The prac- 
tical reasons given for this move were insufficient; the Chief of the 
Referat E sa w therein merely a question of prestige, and wanted to 
make sure this time that he himself got credit for aiy successes that 
might derive fraa this work* The difficulties of deciphering four- 
figure messages increased from month to month; although the use of 
business machines was introduced in the v/ork on the code book after 
this transfer, craelang of this code was no longer possible* 

In the Fall of 1943, erlin ordere Joixing service set up in 
Rumania to protect the oil v/ells and surrounding installations, I op- 
posed ary such project from the start, since the I^rperbola navigational 
aid, which our equipment was principally ue3ig, d to Jam, was definite 
ely not used by he aw baaber formations of the Fifteenth Mr Force in 
missions to the all:. ns* In the Chi-S telle a pallid theoretician was 
working on radar m utters* Me iuse of his considerable knowledge of 
the subject he would certainly h*ve done well* the industrial side of 
rad.--r develop;:^ nt, hut proved a failure in the tactical end of it maiy 
times over* The treachery of Tiumnia halted ary further w-ste of val- 
uable ecuiri.ient, which w s getting scarcer nd scarcer elsevrfiere* 

On the insistence of ca^iaj^Ier I took a tri* to France during 
this tix«, to stucy the preparation* for the Invasion made 1 y the 
Signal Intelligence Kegii.ent /eat* I set out on this trip without en- 
ttuwLawa, -s I knew what tlic SIS c tlons in the West were doing 

freu the reports they sent in eveiy month, . ore over, I w*s reluctant 
to depart - t the tine bee 4use of the pi .ns I had for :y cum battalion 
.r_ w ..i loth to turn over the ca*. to ay 000 else* Therefore I 
confined iys*lf to visiting the regiment Much h grwn out of 
W-Leit 3, f sol liar to Lie fraa 1940-1941, 

It hal waxed fat in 1 ;ore senses than one* vnille in the South, in 
on of * w&r of aoransixt in iy sector, I held Ly unit* under 
field conditions h s possible bspi to install iy tnm 

nitters ^ni signal centers in busses, : .eluekopf 2 in Paris, an the 
other cv nd, \f a the picture of m - jiificence, surroun leu ty lan-s- 
enping which provided a ..hole crowd of French g odenere with their 


Setting up MF D/T 
Ease line 
Sumer 1943 


Four-figure traf- 
fic deciphering 
platoon transfer- 
red to Berlin 
Sunnsr I 943 


Jauming operations 
in Human! an Oil 



Visit to the SIS 
in the West 
Fall 1943 



- 33 - 



- 33 - 


transfer to 
Fall 1943 


TOP SECRET 


daily wage* We used to refer to it in fun as the "I.^eldeschloss 11 . 

(Signal Castle) * Inside, along with a collection of electrical fan- 
dangoes to dazzle the eyes of the General, there was of course no 
lack of the rugs, curtains, overstuffed llirniture, etc., so neces- 
sary to operations* 2 he saue sort of operational asceticism adorned 
the War Roan of the Canrmnder of the 3rd Battalion, v/ho lived in a 
wing of the Rothschild castle in La Celle St* Cloud* Here there was 
a nap with different colored 1-a.ips for different British and German 
organizations, KF, YHF, and HF, D/F "base lines, radio beacons, operat- 
ional headruarters, outstations, radar intercept stations, ajyone of 
which could be illuminated cy turning on the ri„ht switch. It made joe 
feel as if I were seeing a movie* -at this time the regimental and bat- 
talion commanders were directing the lion's share of their interests 
to getting up a Signal Intelligence picture bool;, which showed in 
childishly f^aphic style how the different intercept operators and 
evaluators did their work* When I tactfully explained that I couldn't 
spare the time for a corresponding opus for the South, as ]jy i^en were 
too bug/, they premised to put ue oa the distribution list* This is ho m 
the tactical preparations looked which the Sign-1 Intelligence Service 
w^a making against D-Day* The nd lit^iy aspect was scarcely aiy improve- 
ment . True, the pur]:s were disrupted by a contimous plague of mole- 
hills, which the 1X30“ 3 and Hi 1 3 had to shove 1 away when they got off 
duty, c*it the battalion itself was billeted in forty-six different 
villas in the neighborhood, making it absolutely impossible to reach 
an officer or a technician after v/orking hours* Out of twenty-five 
companies in the regiment, only two were motorized, os a subse(jient 
report of the regimental cooLiander revealed* There were plenty of re- 
ceiving sets on hand, but training of the operators was not started 
until four days before D-Day, as was reported to me ty one of uy own 
officers, v/Ikli I used to send up there fran tine to time in order to 
learn from this horrible ex^ple of military decay* Vftien the regiment 
went entirely to pieces during the invasion, and either lost or had 
to destrey most of its ecjiipjeirt, it was only a natural conaetmence 
of this kind of preparation, to which a worthless staff section and 
four years of general softening-up of the any the occupation life 
node their contribution. The French waren must be credited with no 
s ^all p^rt of this* 

In vi ew of the contimal worsening of the Ldlitaiy situation in the 
mediterranean, the Luftwaffe Gojoand in 1^43 withurew fraa Athens 
nd installed itself in the more centrally -nd fayor bly located town 
of Salonika. Tiie work of the Sid battalion had alxea^ becaac such an 
intim-te part of staff f notions th t the General orde:-ou that it 
should m ve too. *iith the exception of one canary, which I left be- 
hind to take care of too Tenth rliegerkoips in Louts a, and the out- 
lifttlani in the Aegean, Crete -nd the Dodecanese. I took .y three 
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regaining ccApanies along to Salonika, The problem of billeting wore 
considerable , because Greeks could not be evicted fran their homes. In 
the end, despite the beginning of the autumn season, the battalion had 
to put up in summer houses once again until a sufficient number of 
barracks could be built. At first living conditions were an improve- 
ment over what ive had became accustaaed to, but when additional German 
units started to stream in, conditions sunk to the customary low level 
of the rest of Greece, At that tine an attempt was nude to nuke the 
Geman base pay equivalent in Greek currency; but the corrupt Orientals 
caused this to engender a new inflation. The guerilla bands could al- 
ready be considered the real rulers of the country. The nationalist 
bands were favorably disposed towards the Germans, but couldn’t stand 
the Italians, Ken in ny cut-stations were assisted, and often invited 
to drinking-bouts ty same of them. Later the EAK fought with us in 
our sector a^dnst the Reds of the ELA5 in Greece, 

When after the fall of southern Italy, the heaxF bomber groups of 
U5AAF transferred from Benghazi to Foggia, and the road fra;* Otranto 
was open to eneiy attack, I set up a strong intercept platoon in Tirana, 
Albania, and built a girdle of VHF and radar intercept stations -long 
the Adriatic coast. The work of these small teams stationed in the 
Middle of the guerilla area, cut off fraa every contact with the out- 
side world, wus not easy, As no convey under co puiy strength ever con- 
templated passing thro tgh the area, aii^e it 'would liuve been annihilate 
\rj the guerilla bonds, it scue times took months before an urgently re- 
quired piece of apparatus could be delivereu where it Was needed* Raids 
on out-stations, cut telephone wires, were ereiy d*y occurrences, I 
hoc the positions equipped vdth light flak, nd the te^m instructed in 
its use. Once a courier vdth Ly monthly report was intercepted on his 
way, Berlin demanded an accounting for this, -nd raised a terrible dis- 
turbance, No one showed the least understanding for the desperate cir- 
cumstances of i y men, I did the best I could to lleviate their lot. 

I personally took o re of the uistribution of opeci;*l Service equo-p— 
sell such as books, ica^zlnes, gomes, etc., as a matter of principle, 
because I knew how the different of- ices on the way down could hold up 
thia distribution. Then the platoon in Tirana was ** .de into a car 
pajy in the spring of 194^-, I gave ky best ccupaiy oa-k^nder charge rf 
it, -nd saw that the men were sent on twynriqr duty and to servios 
schopls -s much ±* possible for the iic of relief. It is true that sg 
own good will was notably li— ited ty the bulk of .*ork to, be none mxl 
the shortage of person. el. The work of these stations was a . —tier of 
life nd death to the Ke lQ9's sent up on reconn iLss-^e of the Adri- 
atic, and laid the foandatiOMm for the Aircraft Trading service which 
will be tre ate 1 -ter# 

-.fter the betrayal ty Italy, it was essential for the Geman 
in the B-lk -ns to rec pture the nueraus isl nds around Greece which 
the It -lisa garrisons had turned ewer to the British 1. eli tely. 


Installations in 
the Adriatic 
Second half of 

r 





TOP SECRET- 35- 


The Geru^n counteracted! t ion was undertaken with great bravery ty 
bluiII but carefully selected forces, Kos, with a garrison of two to 
three thousand ;uen, was taken ty a single Parachute Infantry company* 
Leros, orae of the strangest fortifications in the Mediterranean, was 
conquered t y four hundred uen, This w-s the 1st flare-up of the old 
Gersaji good luck in anus# R-dio Intelligence kept tabs on all enay 
inovesaents which were reported X y the idrcraft warning nets -nd the 
Turldsh police net* which was uost helpful to the undertaking. The 
Simula docuiaents captured on the island of Eua belong aLiong the most 
valuable intelligence finds of the whole war, Besides, they bore wit- 
ness to the comprehensive thoroughness and extensive reliability of 
our service. 
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Fro a Salonika there folloued a further ii^reuse in the radar 
intercept and VHr D/F base lines, due to the intrusion of imerican 
beany Dauber f orations in t lie Balkans, I appointed 3ig al Intelli- 
gence liaison officers for the lighter control stations for Bulgaria 
and Ruia,ni-L, Here the Signal Intelligeiice service took over the funct- 
ion of the ground observer service. Bue to a desire not to laort the 
feelings of certain old uen of high rani:, no one hid the cour-^ 
to reorganize or dissolve this service, even though it deiaonstrated 
itself to be ;oore ind ;aore out of date md superfluous alongside of 
the increasing successes of the Signal Intelligence Service, On ac- 
count of tills, 10b/, OCC soldiers in the Gera* *n -ary os - whole, were 
prevented fraa being useu in i more purposeful capacily, I -e telly 
i .e the suggestion to the chief signal officer to send the 10,000 
groins observer personnel who were fit -ruling arounc on the ^.ountd^-j 
of the B II: ns lone, back where they could be put -t the disposal 
of the ancient industries, where their presence lone uould h.ve iiw* 
hibited the thousands of acts of a -botuge ca^dtte^ by the forei^i 
ra. The Chief Sigpad officer of the Luf tflotte Caund was pre*- 
pared to give a port o i the xen } tart Saairtl Uarthd re- 

fuaed to give the final approval, ^o, vith the h ekLog of the Chief 
1 Gffic r I set youi seei ng that the e \dpuent ml technical 
Inst -llatione of the groui^ o temr sendee ut least ere working as 
their task repaired, *hich enterprise was looked upon with gre t uis- 
or ty their caiumcling officer. He was ~ simper nru-ted colonel whose 
_ost significant trait v s the prcpeiu»ity for ac^iiring ru* eating up 
unusually large ry entities of foou, -n** he dd not like to see huu .en 
get hack to here t ifin ,o .o scue uork. I su; £ VJ 

st -tio:*^ lieu into these of the ^cusd obse;-ver acr ice ly uxreet 
line, so th*t taeir radar Installation! coul Hr Tie ly :y 
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Transfer to Font- 
chova 

January 192*4 


i-14 Proastatten 
January 1944 


4s the telephone ca jr arnica tions net in the Balkans mxs very sparse, 
and the few lines at our disposition vrere constantly going out because 
of sabotage and guerilla activity, X set up the carjiiunication net of 
the battalion on V/T chiiimela fran the start* For X could call ny oa^ 
pajy cccaianders on the telephone only rarely, ^nd then only ty using 
security language, as there were radio links in the channel* We were 
generally accustomed to this situation* Therefore I placed £reat emphasis 
on the i::provement of our own caxiunications net, the security of our 
ciphers, good discipline, and rapid dispatch of radio traffic* The ex- 
perience I had had in watching the -allied oa^miication nets stood me 
in good stead in setting up a secure and efficient net of ny am • X w as 
even glad we were short or* telephone caxuinications, because it forced 
us to prepare for mobile warfare vdthout depending on a lot of aids to 
operations, ana gave men the chance to work themselves into their 
jobs before the mobile war became a fact* "Stf close supervision ^nd con- 
stant practise ^nd improvement, the performance of i*y and message 
center personnel, partly female, become so exemplary that the Chief 
Signal Officer used i^y command net rather than the one of the Luft- 
flotte; ^nd towards the end of 1944 Genera! Martini sent one of his 
staff officers to uy headquarters with the mission of studying sy radio 
ca_unication methods. 

For caxamications sake, the Luftwaffe Ca.j L^id Southeast w *3 trans- 
ferred from Salonila to Fantchcva, near Belgrad, in January 1944* Once 
again the Signal Intelligence battalion had to go along, and the col- 
n anding general had his own construction office build our living cjaar- 
ters and operational buildings* The intercept installation in Fantchova 
which we put up had twenty- five r baubles, the largest installation of 
its kind in Europe. It enabled us to cover the area fro- Turkey to 
Casablanca* I took the battalion staff, two intercept co^nies, one 
jamming cazpajy, ana an evaluation ca^ my to Fantchova and I left one 
intercept cazpasty behind in Athens* Pantcbova was a s^-U city of the 
typical Serbian type, without paved streets or sewage ducts, but it 
w as the first place in v^hich cy men really got enough gooa food. The 
o nly trouble was that the place was s -turated with staffs of ooe sort 
or inother, and there were majy ar^u-ients over military externals, 
which were provoked most often ty those superior officers who hsd pre- 
cisely no other way of showing their authority* 

the a ime time I transferred a p-rt of ly female radio operators, 
sixty-five in all, to the old ¥-14, the permanent bignal Xnteldi^ noe 
station in Premstatten near Graz in Styria, frtxi where the overage of 
the sou the *st originated. In so doing I l -uie sure of one b^se of operat- 
ions in the Reich, to i/hich I could withdraw iia. edi atety our positions 
in the Balkans collapsed. 
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this time the Navy set up numerous new radar intercept stat- 
ions in the Adriatic, although these stations v/ere not exactly under 
ny command, I had a s uy in the way they v/ere set up, and in the 
operations against the naval radar installations on hoard Allied ves- 
sels# In spite of the Navy's backwardness in electronics, the col- 
laboration with our own stations was most profitable throughout. The 
feny service and the expeditions against the guerilla bands on the 
islands would not have been possible without our watchful support* 

Within the inner circle of the Signal Intelligence Service at this 
time, the radar ccEmand posts attracted a great deal of attention. They 
had grown up as independent stations alongside the Meldelcqpf e , as a 
result of the rapid expansion of the radar intercept service* Against 
all orders and directives from Berlin, I kept mine on as a part of the 
Evaluation Coapary, but used this opportunity to assign it clear-cut 
missions* I had it do research on the ;ianner of operation of eneiy radar 
apparatus, examination of captured material, evaluation and plotting of 
D/P bearings, investigations of ener.y ja._J.ng, and make suggestions as 
to how cur own radar could be made invulnerable to it* Measurement* 
of frecjiencies free: IFF sets, and the spotting of LIP beacons and their 
method of operation were also part of this task. As I had ulwzys been 
short of good personnel, I caabed ty entire battalion for VHP technici- 
ans, and after giving them setae training at the h nds of the German 
radar service, I set them up as specialists in radar intercept mat ter* • 
Besides I had a two weeks course in the Goman radar intercept service 
given during the morning and evening hairs, and made the attend. nee 
obligatory for officers ^nd evaluators* 

Towards the end of 1940 the radar intercept stations of the Reichs- 
post on the English Channel picked up a signal ffau an apparatus which 
made for u^ry headaches among the technicians* Tt*e first inkling of 
the manner of operation of the so-c iUed f, pipsqueaJc" was obtained fraa 
the E/T traff ic. For it served the fighter controls for the control- 
ling of day and night fighters, prior to the development of more com- 
plex procedures# --It hough majy messages ^nd FWI report* soon helped 
reveal the function and purpose of this apparatus, it was none the less 
a long t kfi before we succeeded in capturing one in good condition, a* 
the explosive ch-rge built into thu set Wi3 so delicate that it warn 
touched of;’ even when the plane :^ace a roa$i landing. Finally a British 
fighter landed on a German airfield in Korwindy , thinking he had his 
own hone base below him. In this wey the I5* 1 first c*se into our h *nds 
intact. Not until long afterward* did we get the second frai & Spitfire 
which made an emergency landing. 

The IFF was first B/F r ed ty a radar intercept D/F, uad the bearing* 
were used to ^p.ve our fighters advance warning* However, it h i eoning 
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the captured IFF, wo act about building a VHF transmitter which would 
trigger the IFF, and thus mate it serve us in flight path tracking. 
Because of faulty construction, the successes of this transmitter 
were negligible . 

The janiidng of Geman radar installations ty the allies both fraa 
the air and fran the ground took on such proportions that the greater 
part of the sets needed for operations were rendered temporarily use- 
less, find our own Fighter Control was interfered v/ith accordingly. For 
this reason a German radar was developed in the general frequency ran^ 
of the allied radars. It was the Freya-D, called "Dora Insel" • The 
first Dora Insels were used in German and France. The recofpaition blip 
which the IFF registered on the scope of the Dora Ins el was called the 
Flamue, and at first no great value was set ty it. The Dora Insels were 
then introduced in the Southeast. Since the time of the improveiuent in 
the operations of the Radar Coanand Post in the Southeast, after it had 
case under control as previously stated, I had a doily report sent 
in to me b the Ground Observer Service on the jailing t hty experienced 
in their radar sweeps. For this purpose I introduced a regular form 
sheet. It was noticeu that every time on allied Emission flew within 
range, the Dora Insel was rejjorted jammed, Upon examination of the pic- 
ture uruvm of the jamming pattern on the scope, \/e figured that it could 
be only the IFF that wis causing it* ^jui te ty accident, the frequencies 
of the Dor- Insel ^nd the IFF matched perfectly. bp, with the help of 
our captured ±Fj , I instructed axi Dora Insel crews in Fligune cover 
We mixibereu the different identification patterns (studs; ~nd this gave 
us a most effective ^e.-ns of differentiating in our tracking between 
the units tho.t flew in apart fra- one another, dxnce the IK’ 1 ^nd the 
Dora Insel were both tranooltterSj the effective r nge of . e isure^ent 
w-s almost doubled* Every t3_e in -fL^ed mission was on the w ay, the 
teiuekopf notified the stations e ui v .eu ,rith Dor^ Insel L eaiatety, 
utid these stations turned in their observations uireetty to the j^eloe- 
kopf. Thus, thanks to the Flsx.c, ■_ .j _c;tf Irtish 3a-be_ Group could 
be told ^port fro- the Partisan Du* _ ty Dropping pl-nes, both cf w _ch 
v/ere moat uifixcult to identity because of their gooa r — . 10 

From then on the 205th Dauber Group was not only spotted -s » -ten 

it was still in the ajseubty re *, but the strength of toe stssiom isi 
the course of flight coulc -Iso be precis teu in the sitje ^ooa t_e, be- 
cause sci-ie "Flcv^jen" Iways -ppearei . . thty ./ere on their wv- to the 
. practia - rtisan . * ty-Jhrotring 

pi en - to tell strength, cor- c, dropping targets, and con* 

centration ureas of Partisans. 

The triggering of the logit* ty our Don Insels a .<le It possible 
to E/F the IFF dth our Rad -r Intercept b/?* These l^st wr e 0 -lied 
^ *S "geb£cte" . The b3c e In e in^n ^nci fires for the 

Flight Trading service. 

-ft r _ h*4 ooewinoed th ig ntrol -inter, (to which ite 

aircraft I Bing -*rviee w<*s Mbflrdjjfe*te, f tliN 3 lief Officer, 
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of the enormous importance of Plwame coverage, I mde a suggestion* It 
was to track all eneiy fantations in the Southeast sector with Flaixzie, 
and for this purpose I requested that all stations with Dora Ineel he 
put under the operational Gotland of Radio Intelligence. The lead set 
was to he a Dora Insel in Buruzzo, v/here I had ty best-situated VHF 
intercept station* The lead set was to identify the units alreacy 
picked up and spotted from the take-off traffic 1 7/ the SIB according 
to the IFF stud they tere on* nd pass this infomation on to the radar 
intercept stations* 'which, as was proved in an entirely successful test, 
made it possible to track the en ery formations fma take-off to landing, 
during the course of the whole mission, nd never to lose touch with 
then iB long as they „e A e airborne* Due to the eribittere objections 
voiced l tj the Ground Observer Service, which b ;w itself thus condemned 
almost to ca.fplete extinction, the retreat frori the Balkans, and the 
im^a^ur able sluggishness .nd hure ucratic involve ents of the Gen-on 
radar intercept operations section of the G hi -S telle, vy plan w.io never 
carried out* Yfhen later on I found ti e to get hack to it, the enety 
seemed to have bee cue aware of the treacherous possibilities of the IFF, 
os stringent regulations c _e out on turning off the IFF, and for safe- 
ty 1 3 sate, most of the sets were token out of the pi nes. 


^^ttaHon Cor*- 
fere nee 


In liarch 1944# I ordered . conference between all officers .nd te *m 
leaders of the battalion, to be held in Panto hava. From the point of 


view of transport it was most difficult to get all the ^cn off the 
scattered islands of the .^ w e*n nd the pelopt: as well as ft-m 

AlbajiL u f especially <us the laid routes were owtly baixed to us fey the 
Fartis -ns, r*^ , . :y r paired mare than ten u*ys for the trip* The 
conference, which gju.r -1 a:_. h nge of experiences, lusted 

t . a o p s to o e with pri ie in y on, to wee bov these 

soldiers attacked t:ieir proble. oi with s ich enthusi , -fter years on 
end of isolation in such remote outposts of civil^z tio:.* . ie -ork was 
aided aid betted by this op_ ortuidly to get to know ca::i otuer nd 
exchange experiences* In tnese three crowds days, conferences on the 
results of tiie work of t:.e BIB, latest develop-* aw -a- ex- 

peri ences were held, re disoussec the 1 e * . -et our^ 

selves for the coming year* To g gra t a tisfaetlan I could see in the 
following months how this round-t icussion aram aNiagUnt 

fruit. 


In ardor to proviue the Fighter Cma. ntai k*ik-ns with fl^h rer-crti 
I set up a * elde.iopf in Pantchovu, to^eth-r -Ith , g eY-i-^tiom c<u- 


dxponsion of the 
it-eldekopf 


pa ry, from which the Fighter Caa.ands ai , Bulgaria, ILuy^^xy , 

Albania nd Greece re s -veu with our flush reports* ^ . . u' oru-tion 

sent in fey the . i .e *o rv .ri. % oi tlna infur -a. wnj ac-* 

coup lie bed <.luoet exclusively by »/?; m . fey const ait 3y cy 

W/T operators I succeeds- in ren the tL..e of uroceusi .g, t * t is 
the encoding, tr aui ission, reception, n. decouing of flash ess a e 
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down to trm. om. to one and a half minutes. This was the result of un- 
flagging efforts on the part of my men, who under constant danger fraa 
partis ans, tucked awey on their lonely mountains or forgotten islands, 
and erer suffering fran lack of personnel and supplies, faithfully car- 
ried out their duly without letting these factors interfere, and with- 
out aiy hope of personal advancement or special recognition# Unfortun- 
ately I was never able to make iny superiors in the Chi-S telle in Berlin 
take these circumstances into account, to say nothing of the idea ever 
crossing their minds to visit one of these pi ces* Later the Meldekcpf 
moved into an air raid shelter especially built for them. 


Intercept Goapajqy 
Constant, 

•lay, 1^44 



The frequent attacks of allied heayy baibers on the Rumanian oil 
well region, as well as the occasional triangle flights of the USjm'iF 
(Fq££Lu, Poltava, Great Britain) uade it necessary to expand sny organ- 
ization further# Therefore I asked General Martini to have the X6/i* 
ccmpony in Constansa made part of i*y battali lf/s- was directly under 
the Chi -Stella, and ca:manded by a pleasant old captain who enjcyed 
notably good connections in officer’s clubs. He v<ith his three officers 
and 150 men led the good life in the comfortable little town* They had 
exactly orje receiver operational, which served to cover the Block Sea 
traffic* Cnee again I took advantage of this welcome opportunity to 
move in and str^JLghten things out* The first tiling I did was to h-ve 
all the officers relieved, <nd replaced thd, with young, capable ones 
trm iy school* Then I increased the coverage of the Black 3e , took 
on the coverage of the Russian se plane traffic* I moved q/ Turkish 
section there, and put y radar intercept stations long the Turkish 
border unuer this ccud ajy f 3 ca-^-nd* Soon the tactical stations begpoi to 
notice the change vrhich h*G ccue over the place* iifter the first week I 
got Ly first letter of ccll enaction# The unit played a decisive part in 
the evacuation of the Crimea, ^nd in the subse^ent retreats from the 
Ukraine# When the upset cua:e about in Rumania, h.lf of the men uanagpd 
to fight their way tiirough to the Geman lines, while the rest had to 
share the ubious fa ^ of a Balkan Pn c^q?. The platoon which was saved 
became subserviently incorporated in tlie southern battalion of the SIS. 

1 eglment I , t .. reor^ ;d~ ition o ' the ilk * u I-. - . 


c .. ~.dag of sig- 
nal intelligence 
and Radar Intercept 
Service in the la- 


id, vila a C gee sanies 



In 1 IS U. I went against the ord-rs of the Chi-S telle in Berlin 

ty so for caSbirS-n^. aignl intelligence : na r^L*r intercept in that I 
dissolve td- purelj Sigp 1 Intelligence -m radar intercept companies, 
n* set up mixed outfits with both services in them# In order to carry 
the process of unification through to . y officer corps, I sent all 
,i^r. 1 l..tellige:ice oific r_ *t ;y deposition on temporary duly to 
radar inte st ~ons on t ingliah Channel, and upon their return 

I re theu to report in detail on tije rjpreaaio ns nd experie:ice 

- . Jonviitic I_ , ^ sent red r intercept officers to I 
Intellig woe stations* The s^i.e went for ev lectors ^iui platoon leaders, 
se periods of t poraiy duly _ off well* The en .lere honestly 
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enthusiastic for the job, and made good use of their experiences. The 
successes which resulted frcm these steps ended fcy convincing even the 
unbelieving superiors in Berlin of the correctness of ny methods. They 
finally realised that very soon there would be neither a pure SIS nor 
an independent radar intercept service, but only a Signal Intelligence 
Service. (FunkaufTdLaerung). I h^d been insinuating this idea into ,y 
monthly reports for sene time. The Vest however, which ought to liave 
been leading the way in such matter, hung on to the old method of doing 
things separately; that is but for one exceptional battalion colander 
who, disregarding proper channels, knew enough to derive intelligence 
out of the masses of reports that c^aue in frou the rad.tr intercept 
stations. 

The Chi-Stelle recctiaended that I cooperate to the fullest extent 
with Fighter Division 8 in Vienna. They wanted suggestions frcm me on 
the manner of conducting and setting up flight path tracking in the 
Balkans as far as the Rumanian oil centers on One hand, and the Scutt*- 
east Reich area xs far as Upper Silesia on the other, was concerned. 

I suggested a chain of reporting stations ahich all turned in their in- 
formation to a , eldekcpf in Vienna, vrtiere a radar evaluation section 
was already in operation, -after a succession of conferences without 
result, they agreed to adopt uy principle, but for x>ersanal reasons 
they put the proposed keldekopf not under iry jurisdict .on, but under 
that of the Signal Intelligence Battalion Reich which had neither the 
necessary personnel nor the experience to take it on. Frcm the bef£n- 
ning I had upheld the point of view that ene^y formations should be 
tracked fra 1 take off to landing by a centr al of some sort, especially 
as the southern groups Hew in a more scattered fashion th n the Eighth 
US-iAF and were harder to follow in their tactics and call signs. For 
instance, in the case of a raid on Upper Silesia, several different 
battalion* were responsible for follovdng tbeir course, and it happened 
time . nd again that when the planes being followed were passed on frcm 
one battalion to another, they were either lost entirely or were only 
"passed on" in part. When the Fighter Control people complained, thqy 
asked again for 1 iy opinion. I attacked the idiotic separation between 
Signal Intelligence and Radar Intercept, the reasons far which separat- 
ion were purely ones of jealousy, and which h~d been the standing policy 
ly which the preposterous Battalion “Reich” had been doing business. But 
I was unable to prevail against the person 1 relations of the people 
responsible, mm I had enough to do with the iasaagaaent of uy own affairs 
in the Ball- ns » I didn't bother about this installation aiy more* 

In Kay 1944 , as & result of an inspection of cy battalion ty the 
CcLs^nding General of the Luftflotte, I Was promoted kajor with favor- 
able cQ-.ent, much to the di agnintlaaent of ty regimental cau^mier, 
who hated the Sigpal Intelligence oervioe oiytr«y • This made ^ 
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position in the, regiment even worse than it was before. 

The abundance and variety of duties which each day re : resented for 
me were not to be dealt \rith except on a strict time schedule, At 0700 
hours in uy office there was a conference on the military situation with 
ny canary cama&nders and the battalion administrative staff* Here I 
gave the orders and special assignments for the day, and received the 
reports and heard the ;ri.ahes and suggestions of ny administrative of- 
ficers and technicians* In this way I brought it uboat that my officers 
came on duty on time without rry having to check on them personally# I 
also hAd the rest of ijy day free of aiy further administrative details, 
And I could devote nyeelf to 2 _gnal intelligence matters without inter- 
ruption. 

^*round 1700 hours, when most of the missions were terminated, we 
had a conference on the radio intercept situation# all responsible 
evaluators and SI officers were present. Whan I was absent, ny operations 
officer took ny place. The purpose of this conference wis to apprise 
every specialist of ary new developments relating to ids field of en- 
deavor, to keep itself informed about the state of the work, and talk 
over problems in evaluation. All en ay f limits vjere traced on a map with 
colored tacks, Ait the same time there was posted over the situation roan 
yrephie .aid geographic diagriime, and indications of the moat import; in t 
eneuy organisations. When the Gcumanding General inspected ny situation 
roan, he liked it so well that he ordered his intelligence officer to 
provide him with one like it* after the conference I drove over to daily 
situation conference of the Chief Signal Officer, while the evaluation 
coupury was preparing the daily report for distribution. 

Because of the sad experiences I bid with engineering staffs, I en- 
larged my own ainten^nce department considerably. Under the leadership 
of an able civilian technician, I brought all the capable maijxten -nee 
specialists of the battalion together in one large platoon, and put cy 
aintennnee departi ,ent in charge of the technical installations of aU 
ny D/F stations, ^bout 120 in all. This section also recannoitered new 
sites, -nd set up the field equipment on them* Later I went ag-inst 
regulations, and installed all technic 1 units that v^ere not set up in 
the mount. jins, in vehicles* This made it possible for me to be fully 
operational 24 hours -ftcr a move, whereas the setting up of a perman- 
ent iiistallaticm always took at least 1-2 months, due to the shortage 
of materi .1* This . Lntenance depv-rb^ent is to be thanked for the fact 
that uespite the retreats fra* Athens to attersee, in Bavaria, I was 
fully o^jeration-Al up to t'ne last dy of the war, whereas all other 
Signal Intelligence uidts h been out of business for weeks ai*a acu*e- 
tiuea months. <nt its peak the mointen nee dep a r lament was fifty' men 
strong. 
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When Turkey atari ed to move over to the -allied caop, it was 
generally assumed that Turkey would he used as a base of operations 
for flights over the Rumanian oil centers. In anticipation of this I 
set up a base in Stara Zagora in Bulgaria , near the Turkish border* 
Three radar intercept stations were transferred there as well* This pla~ 
toon never because operational because of the ^m^niai^BulcariL^n collap- 
se, The sites were evacuated v/i t bout r loss of equipment and personnel* 

In order to counteract the extra uely numerous supply dropping 
operations for the partisans in the Balkan countries, a squadron of 
night fighters was transferred to our section* But as it was not equip- 
ped with GCX to ha e the night fighters on to their targets, the iaU- 
sions throughout the v-st stretches of country v/ere without success* 
Because a set up for ground control of night fighters would have been 
too extravagant here, I was pressed repeatedly to find scue wiy ty 
which the night fighters could be directed to the planes* I saw 

a possibility for such a thing in the course of studying the Eureka 11 , 
a device used by the supply dropping planes. These planes *.ere tracked 
by our stations through their IFF and Rurefci which were slsail^r in per- 
formance to those used ty the long T inge recce planes. *y plan was to 
guide the night fighters to positions frau which they could intercept 
the erasy planes, by the use of a radar intercept aircraft* **fter 
interminable wrangling with Berlin, a Ju 88 was finally placed at my 
disposal* I had two YLiF receivers, a Naxos and a Smos, built into the 
ire. aft, together ith the antennas they required* The route of the 
supply dropping planes was to be ascertained T yj Flame -nd Sureka D/r's 
fras the rftda r intercept stations, and passed on to the radar inter- 
cept plane cm its regular tactical freruenqjr* The 01 ntennas on 
the Ju 88 were so installed that r ception yms assured by the Smiom 
receiver, and the signal could be B/F'ed bjr changing the course of the 
plane nd Witching the Naxos receiver* In this fashion it would brve 
been possible to hae on supply dropping planes v/hich /ere in turn 
~ eing controlled fiv* the ground* S‘*tisf--ctoiy tests v/ere * ode vdth a 
captured Eureka inst lied in one of our own pl rnes, and the finally 
c a rAe ted Ju U : > effected airborne radar interception* But on the very 
night of the first planned ni&sion, a fijiter basher attack on Pant- 
chova airdrome destroyed mong other things the r^d/tr intercept Ju QR 
I ha. had such trouble coiiring nd fitting out* and the worst of it 
was, th t this w-s the first ml only such attack on this iidroae* 

a feu Ymeks -fter it had been established th t the Noaher Cos- 
ixmd was usin^ panoramic pathfinder .eviceo, it was as^u;jed nuit a cor- 
raeDjr xh t the 20>th Bmber Group must be using it too* So a JCorfu 812 
was set up near Floesti, One day ./hen the ^aerlcan haibers flew in on 
a mission over the oil center, the Mcly turned wg on the ulrror fre- 
t^iency of this b/f set. This proved th^t the 1 th (Biff also used 
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tho panomdc device 1 b flight. Therefore I tried to get etation 
e<jiipped with a Korfu D/P 224 (the timber gives the wavelength in 
tenths of a millimeter for vthich the set is built ) , but Berlin gave ue 
no support in this matter. I w-s nevertheless successful in getting 
the e<jdpaent thraigh the Fighter Controls. In the beginning, when B/l 
Intercepts enabled us to determine the exact time over target, and to 
tall whan to turn the Korfu seta on and off* we hid good successes. But 
whan the 15th USAAF started with its night missions and had regular 
Mgjit practise traffic on the air, the Korfu showed its deficiencies, 
aa the magnetrons it used were limited to a life span of 150 hours, 
and the barbed- out German vacuum tube industry could not deliver ary 
replacements* On the other hand intercepting Meddo was the surest method 
of being advised of the presence of the ^.lerican night-flying basher 
fonaations, who held during their idasion caaplete radio silence! as 
th^ v/ere only gjwps of pathfinder planes. I put on all possible pres- 
sure to get Kaxburg sets; they had no nagnetrona to go out, a greater 
range (up to 400 Ka), and the possibiliiy of measuring the altitude up 
to distances of 100 Kn* The Naxburg was a 'tfuersburg without the hi£#i 
frequency c opponent* In the center of the parabolic reflector a dipole 
was placed, tuned to the critical length of the frequency to be watched, 
The signal picked up was put thrcugji a crystal detector and *01 audio 
amplifier, which fed a pair of earphones* The aig?i 1 was B/P'ed for an 
aural maxiiuim. The apparatus had the disadvantage of being of fixed 
fTetjiency and increases in the number of impulses could only be sensed 
in the earphones froa appear ances. This disadvantage did not affect 
purposes, is I was not iking reseurclBes but only tieasurenents. As the 
Chi-Stelle would not allow ua this equipment either, I also obt ained 
some ly way of the Fighter Control centers, which had a lively interest 
in flight path tracking, ana equipped aU iry stations with it- The 
British Nagle Do:: we first nicknamed "Rotterdam", Iwt later, whew ^ 
Goeb’ els made public mention of this in a weekly article in "Dew Brtoh , 
in which he gave aw y icne information, we changed the cover-r-c-e to 
"leubfrosch" . It worked on 9 centimeters, end the Keddo operated an 
7,4 centimeters originally. Later the .cleric ms broigfrt cut a *** 

about 2,4 centimeters, for the interception of \/hich air Indus tqr 
managed to produce a receiver, due to shortages of materials and wsa«» 
tubes* 1 * o other radio counter measures were turned out against 
set* But by shortening the dipoles on the haxtarg set we could c ewer 
it, however, asi thus we owranteed the flight path tracking 
southern units. Thanks to the installation of *-eddo on the weathcr-reo* 
Light ning s airing the last weeks of the war, the next s^ 
the 15th 4 or Force coulc be predicteu for our High Casmand* The recce 
planes woulu turn on special Amotion of the Leado when twywe- , 
etei j ax-, p :x -.ly to tsNi jtsto y 

ware rapid rate of impulses, which could be heard in the earphonee 
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of the Hamburg* **s the position of the recce plane was always to he 
ascertained ty 3 j/F, it was easy to determine vdiat prospective target it 
was v/orldng on. In the closing period of the war, every raid of the 
15th *»ir Force confirmed our advance warning? frem this source. 

The problem of supplying!^ scattered and isolated te ^ became 
increasingly difficult as a result of the sharp rise in Partisan ac- 
tivity, Soon it w-s almost ii^possible to furnish certain outposts with 
the necessary cryptographic uuterial for caaj.iunications, **s a conse- 
quence of certain reports having fallen into ene:*y hands, we expected 
to have the British change their signals procedures frau one day to 
the ne^ct, :.nd put into efi'ect a i^ore fretjient change of frequencies nd 
call signs, to supersede the still beautifully" system-tic practices of 
the Groups, the Yfin^, ~nd the Fighter and Reconitfdssance units in 
Southern Italy am the Ball :on xdr Force, But it appears that these 
valuable documents never found their way to the *_un on the other side 
who would know what to do -ith them. Seta were lost repeatedly while on 
their way down to the outposts, _ y higher echelon in Berlin wus always 
very testy about auch eircunst&nces, and demanded an accounting, never 
stepping to consider the conditions under which ^en hod to effect 
these deliveries, ^QL_e tia.es they -ere en route for weeks at a tLuo. 

During the six months of its opera tions, the 5,1. cau|x*iy in Tirana 

could only be reached ty air. 

Whereas we ourselves were to suffer no iwedtsts consetjtences when 
our reports i/ent astray, nevertheless, we derived great benefits from the 
docutients and SOl 1 ^ captured freu planes which were shot u«m or had 
to i~ake an emergency landing in our territory, lists of aircraft call 
signs taken along in the pi *nes contruy to ord _ rs sive^ our evaluation 
ccupajy m&xp a headache, and our operators ly an hour e* the search 
receivers. Because of the great iiiportance of captured *ocu-ieiits , I had 
the Co-s-anding f >ner-l put out <±11 order that all eaeLy Cf»s mdcatlonS 
equipment or notations by ene^y oizuen foujid i/ittdn his territory could 
only be processed ty the SIS, Since Ly outposts were scattered all 
over the Balkans ana ,erc alwzr [$ tieu in to the nearest switchboard, 
there were never -jy difficulties encountered in notifying the nearest 
si&i-l intelligence post, TI rec* ivers of which we in the II -ns were 
-Iways in the oirest need, woul- be removed frcn the wrecks -darted 

for our uses, ; rovided thty «ere in good enough condition* 

In addition to e^iiriaent ev 1 .^on, the -IL Iso took part In 
prisoner of war interrogations, 1 wigual intellige.oe Liaison Officer 
Was sent for tius purpose to the Frf collecting point south. The 
^cieric ai soldiers had been well trained in security, .nd behaved in such 
exemplary fashion th t we exp reaped the hope tL_e and again that our 
01 m soldiers behaved -ith the s^oe oisciplii^ *ud ui sine lira ti os to talk* 
The fact t ait in spite of this we extr^eteu seme good inforuatiom 


X 


Increase in Par- 
tisan Activity 
Kiddle of 1944 


Captured Documents 


Fa Interrogation 







- a 



TOP SECRET-w 


Party children 
: idcile of 1944 


20 July 1944 


was because the prisoners were bluffed into thinking x re knew more than 
we did; and so we filled in the gaps or confirmed thing3 about which 
we were not certain, during the course of an interview* 

Ejp Tray of uy commander I received a letter frco an Obergrup__en- 
fuehrer in the 5 a (General of the Parly} , who was at the s^e tins 
town councillor in Vienna* He complained bitterly therein because his 
ion, a soldier of uy battalion, vms not yet an officer* I was re<jiired 
to answer ly indorsement. In my reply I made it no secret that I did 
not prcciote a man because of where he came fran, but because of his 
character performance, and above all his abilily to lead mem I in- 
cluded an estimate of his son f s worth, laying particular es^hasis on 
the weaknesses in his character, and sent the letter back through 
channels* 5<ue days later my coaaander called me in to see him, went 
over the letter, and expressed his satisfaction with the stand I bad 
taken* At the same time he informed the solicitous father of his 
opinion of this sort of interference with the affairs of the nilitaiy* 

With the greatest surprise we learned through the German Broadcast 
of the unsuccessful attempt on the Fuehrer’s life on July 20, 1944* 

None in the Southeast sector had ajy idea of the true circumstances. 

The conspirators had made no connection with the Balkan ^rcy. The rank 
and file of the soldiers were generally over jelled V the attest to 
assassinate their cam *ander-in-chief * We learned only so much of the 
motives of the conspirators as the German press thought wise to reveal. 
Goering’s order to do aw By with the traditional military salute, su^ 
stituting the Nazi salute, caused a certain toaount of bad blood, par- 
ticularly among the older officers* The Arty was chagrined ty the aj>- 
pedntment of Heinrich Hi lcr as ca^.mnder in chief of the Eeserve **r»y, 
because thi 3 meant that -11 the best personnel replacements would go to 
the W&ffen 3S* 


Nazi Party "poli- 
tical camdssors" 
Late suvaer 1944- 



In conse(jie,*ce of the rapid rise in the Forty's influence au 
-orued Forces, there v-s created the post National-SosiAlIe^uni jio- 
Fuehruugsoffasier (Nasi political ccaxdssor;. This was one of torn last 
desperate measures of Genian dtate leaden hip, which iu tarn 
of -11 its defensive instincts, w-s betraying even more cl aarV thst 
the war w~s lc~~* The coauon sol^.rm le _ost indifferent to this 
innovation. Tlje ide . of saturating the Armed Farces with politics at 
the i^t minute vaj i defeated at the start. If t:.e Farty really v ^to- 
te mate German soldi eru politic .1 -ulliers, it should have be in 
1933* Now, eveiy poll tic-1 shot-inrtbe-arm aaministerv , to the weaiy 
and half-leaten nmm organic- of the Any failed to prouace its effeot. 
These Nazi politic 1 coais-^rs re i out -Iv-ys reserve officers 
only of low rani: who hod bees i+*r%y -hers for a certain length of 
time. They were p ibis is *.ive officers, and produced the 

opposite eff ect or the . cn fra* ;L t far .< Ich t tir Job h a been 
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created* % HSFO was a nan of no particular intellectual training, *ho 
was a total loss to ne as an intelligence officer, and confined himelf 
to unimaginative repetitions of parly slogans in hackneyed party rhet(** 
rlc when he delivered his occasional political pep-talks to vsy meru It 
was already a Iv-rd enough Job to engage in «u y whole-hearted propaganda 
for the IJasi cause, and it would surely appear hopeless to try to foist 
it men who every hour of every day had before their eyes in unmis- 
takable clariiy the Tfhole ene^y situation in its overwhe lining might. 

A large percentage of uy nen were frcn the higher professional class, 
knew foreign languages, had lived in foreign countries, and were in 
only too good a position to form their own opinions of the situation* 
When this N5F0 began to get on i^ r nerves, I started diking cautious 
steps to get lid of hia. Caution was in order, as these officers later 
were given disciplinary powers* One day vrtien he repeated once uore his 
old wheeze about economizing on rear echelon personnel in such outfits 
as ours, I took him at his word and had bin pushed off on to a cocibat 
outfit at the front* I had iy adjutant ap- ointed as his successor. He 
used his position principally to get hold of Special Service eejuip^ent 
for the teuos in the different outx>osts* 


acheiy of 
-nia 

j suixier 1 9hk 


Ary one going through Bucharest vdth his eyes open could see that a 
small spark urns all that was necesGAiy to st;irt a political explosion* 

The same impressions were to be formed toywhere one looked in public 
everryd uy life, *s one could see during the invasion of Prance, with the 
difference that here they were intensified by oriental indecency* While 
a transient visitor w s beset ty a host of p«tty difficulties in mat- 
ters of food, (mart era, ^nd money, tlie staffs permanently stationed 
there led a most carefree ^nd unblushing life of lu:aay, The respect 
th i-t the German soli era, aid especially the Genian officer, had won 
for hiio-self uong the B.ikan peoples was thoroughly disintegrated by 
the foppish and idiotic manlfc stations of the Nazi party, .-nd the active 
port the rear echelons took in fur theta ng the general corruption. I'ere 
the criminal Incapacity of the German oithoritica to pick the right nan 
for the jobs at last caae hc».ie to roost, and the most evil harvest of 
the whole war was at hand. On the very day before the change-over, tbs 
Gem— u Ldnister in Bucharest j& de public declaration that all was in 
the best of order, although the lowest buck private could tell that dis- 
aster was brewing* Despite the wsrnLmgp of eet-ing d ngcr in this quarter, 
passed around i ionths beforehand, on the day of ftimrni n *■ change of heart 
most of the ^iicistr.tive personnel \/ere still living in priv-te bil- 
lets, ’he conneifM — pss c sum m the bitterest loa. .g tm 

us* I loot li^lf cay -:y ind lot of valuable e ruipuent which w^s 
Just ill transit at the idiile the higher ranking officers suc- 

ceeded in reaching safely by plane, the whole perscmel of the staffs 
fell into enety tu-nds. In tlda . .anner, one of Ly beat bl liaison of- 
ficers stayed behind in Rumania, But, on the other hand, sene of Ly 
c v dale Tech, Bergs. a. ts succeeds * in eating their way tfiroutfi the 
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insurgent country ^/ith all their men and ecjiip^ent* and reported to me. 

X put them right to work again at stations in Hungary, 

lifter the treocheiy of Rumania and Bulgaria* the loss of Serbia was 
only a matter of weeks, ly principal worry thus became the evacuation 
of the Greek islands and the safe retreat of the intercept ccmpary in 
Athens, lifter extensive arrangements were made muiy times over with 
transportation offices* I was finally successful in getting the almost 
unobtainable shipping space and <-ir transport facilities for ty men and 
their equipment* and we evacuated every st ation in the aegeun* except 
•dlos, vdthout losing a nan* The out-station on ; dlos, indispensable for 
watching *SV and shipping movements as long as there was a German feny 
still in the i.ledi terrane an, was finally evacuated ty seaplane* The 
cottar y in -Athens retreated in vehicles* I .oat of their relatively un- 
important eqiijxient, which was put on a ship* was sunk ty a British 
submarine near Salonika, The ccupuiy f s retreat w«s Leset \rj constant 
partisan activity, bcmki ngs, md low flying attack, dfter six weeks* it 
reached the homeland. Its ne:ct site v/as south of Larburg* in Styria, 

^ the Bolsheviks advanced toward Belgrade, I tr ansferred the two 
intercept ccmp^nies* the Jam ing cam^y* and the evaluation caipaiy to 
Premstatten* near Graz, where X h-d alreaty prepared for this eventuality 
seme time previously, irj settingup a base of op rations* I stayed on 
with the battalion hq,* the flash report evaluation section* ^nd part 
of the meldekonf* in F jitchova* \fhere southward .nd eastward lying 
out-stations were to withdraw* X also left the tiiree especially well- 
situated HP <*nd VHP D/F'a which ..ere to remain an long as possible where 
the/ were* Vhen the Russians begun closin^ in the partisan activity be- 
came so dangerous* that a standing miri.ru of twenty heavily armed men 
h.d to be detailed to protect the VyF stations* I took turns being duty 
officer with ::y three remaining officers* On the first of October 1944* 
we hid to ab ndon F.antchova, The crossroads behind the city alreaty lty 
under the fire of t!.3 Russian artillery* The Fall rains began. The spec- 
tacle of ret. e - : loi^ the soft* uudjfy roads* with tens of thousands of 
refugees* ol . an* » .v--* . vkl .r-;. proMlng on w-3 * ..jost frightful 

one* These purticul -r refuses ./ere the B n-t A-n-oio* who had been 
guaranteed by the 1 -rty people shortly before the collapse that we would 
hold the 3-nmt at aiy r. rice* <nnd now the fate of this last of the Gwmn 
folk-groups wa sealed* „.y retreat w > punctuated ty a few instances of 
vehicle breakdowns, which were -11 rep aired satisfactorily* j*i other- 
- :.o trouble ott the trip* X inive - in Pra&Btittaa on. OoWbat 


Thus I found ^self once more on Gen- *n soil, after three a half 
ye -rs in foreign lands. How dir erent t dng tnm the tisa wbta 

the then Golonel Gosewisch had sent me to athina. 1 saw what was going 
on with the sobei * e of sol d. r* re :-t*. 'fending cam* hcj-el nd* 

— . was res <jeteu ty -11 the at iffs in the bauth* la tbs 



advances of the 
Hussions 

1944 


Transfer of the 



49 


TOP SECRET -« 


air war in this sector, no plans were laid or cperationa conteazplated 
without ay men's work pliying an intrinsic part, I held them aloof 
frat all the vices which afflicted troops in the rear. When ny cccpaiy 
in Tirana, surrounded by partisans, beat its wa 7 through to Gema iy 
after weeks of fightinG with the guerrillas, the caj zander of the 
caaba t group they vrere attached that out for the untiring courage 

of :y men, and the circumspect leadership of ay two officers who were 
wounded during this retreat, the caabut group would probably hare been 
annihilated* I utyself lived according to the conscientious and disci- 
plined manner of the old Reichswehr soldier. No political discussions 
or arguments abexit the military situation v/ere pc mitt ed in ny of- 
ficers' club. Weaknesses and lack of understanding, -even on the part 
of ay superiors were always combatted ue, and for it, I had the res- 
pect of the man at fault. Ly rise in the service was not ea^y* The 
Luftwaffe Signal Intelligence Service in the Southeast was the handi- 
work of nyself and ty men* So we felt no guilt or responsibility for 
the way things had turned cut. On the contrary */e knew that now serving 
in the homeland, our services become even more significant than th^y 
were among a foreign population. 

This made it all the more difficult for me to understand the attit- 
ude of Dr. Uiberreither, the Gauleiter of Styria, whose inimical 
feelings toward the armed forces in general, 1 ny outfit in particular 
had been reported to me ty ny officers. As soon as I arrived in Gras, 

I went light to him to settle personally with the proper authority the 
most pressing problem of billets for :y men. The visit exceeded ny 
worst expectations. This young uan bellowed at me that in his Gau tje 
was running the war, and the aimed forces could occupy no permanent 
billets, and besides, it was up to the amy to do what the Party told 
it, etc. He wound up his oration ly telling me that I could take ty 
soldiers and crawl into the ground with them. He had never been a 
soldier a single hour of his life, *nn had long had two or three 
castles held in reaoiness for himself and staff .3 alternate offices. 
pThen he saw that the game was up, he to heel like aiy other corn'd. 

His rreisleiters operated with the identical arrogance, lack of c»- 
prehenaion, -nd idiocy* This superabundance of responsibility that was 
heaped upon them in this org-nlsatlcm of military and civilian duties 
seemed to h-ve knocked the bottom out of their alrea^ very feeble 
sense of actuality. 

Playing the vanity and foolishness of the Gaileiter against each 
other, we finally ty sheer gall, brought him * round to letting us have 
a hotsl that hmu been re guisiti oned for the ILL tier Youth, until we 
could get set up in barrack*. The signal cuva mu 1 cations in Preust&ttem 
were another most serious lux^ediment* estion to transfer the 

battalion site to ^ overl nm Cable switcliing point in a . l£k~ssser£it 
was disapproved by the 11 without ^aient'a Investigation of 

the problem* 
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In the middle of October, the partisan situation in the Balkans 
became so acute that it appeared high time to withdraw the intercept 
empajflr in Tirana and its out-stations, scattered along the Adriatic 
coast* Because of the vital importance of the colony's vrark in tracking 
the flight paths of the 15 th USi^*F, the mover. ent orders lud to issue 
froa a higher head^^iarters. I kept in constant touch with the carpal 
oaETiand er , who constantly sent us signals describing his position, which 
was getting more ^nd more dangerous and finally looked hopeless* But 
everyone of l y superior officers, whoa I asked to take the responsibil-* 
ity for the movement order, refused. Thus the ocupaiy lost priceless 
days* Finally when they were ectpletely surroajwler ly pcrtisara # I 
ordered them to leave their ecjiiptrient *1 f J»t t* ir ? i r 

through the Balkans to Genaaiy, cy Joining forces with one ui the last 
uimudi umts xo j«L.ain in the i^fUKari a. a rue retreat cost ueau., irouuuea, 
anu sussing* .me enxistec. men receivcu iiiiu vitsues iron toe ccumvnder 
of the caabat unit, but it took six months to get General Bartini to 
give the Iron Cross, 1st Class, to the brave coapa^y ea a lander, who wss 
vjouiided in this action. 

After I lost j^r out- stations in the Adriatic, I set up a te^a in 
Bosnisch l*ovy 9 Bosnia. Completely surrounded, and sever 1 tiies be- 
sieged bf gueiillas, it held out only six weeks before it too was forced 
to retreat brj the continued attacks -nd the 1 ok of food sup_ lies* 

Hear the Croat! m c -pital there hod long been n intercept station 
providing information for the *dr Sewnd r* jIIi^ outlying te^iS 
hod been called in, I increased the strength of this platoon considei*- 
ably. Because the foolish Genoa financial policy in occupied ccnui- 
tries w*s upheld to the end, the outfit suf ered gre.t food short jes 
in the midst of this rich country. In Croatia there w.*s also a Balkan 
irfl ition of prices. 

In October ly44 it w s finally decided to form, a Si 1 Intelligence 
Regiment for the South* this tBe, when the Balkans were lost -mi the 
general situation pointed towvrus the end, it was * little late to be 
for. ing - regiment, which culd bm^fi&re i e*ni ng two years previous* 
ly superiors h . had a lon_ i J t on their fauids before th^y succeeded 
in having -e given t*Q. o, the regL..eiit, particularly as a col- 

lection of ol- Signal Ccr z colonels, whose outfits hau Just been dis- 
solved, v/ere lytmiing for this ^ob, a they h^d no ^sijn..ent* Tins the 
four caap -lies in Italy c *-e u jdtr iy ca — zu Iso, first I had scub 
difficulties with this It ilisa tett IIo.., which ha never had » Si^val 

Intelligence specialist -a ca i:.g officer before. Afte. the ii g. 1 

Intelli^ :K;e Battalion Reich x de i.ess of things for months on oral 
with -_eldebopf Tienns, it ,/ a tuned or r :c ms, aid with it the out- 
^ of : jizel in the iustxdexi AL_ . . laced the 
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lieldekqpf caepaiy and the expanded evaluation canpaiy, now vwkLng for 
the whole re^nent, under Ly caemand alongside of the two battalions. 

To make the mality of the work laore even, I introduced widespread 
shifts in personnel. I put my best signal intelligence officer in 
coxtand of the Lleldekopf, -rtuch had formerly been caa^anded by a 
young 2nd lieutenant who had never been connected with Radio Intel- 
ligence. I put iay two excellent radar intercept officers on temporary 
duly with the 1st Battalion, whose radar intercept had never amounted 
to much, and transferred a large part of the most expert senior NX's 
fraa the evaluation ca-ip&iy of the 1st Battalion into qy regimental 
evaluation company . I inherited uy regimental headquarters staff fr® 
an old colonel who had been made available for reassign ;ent, who had 
been all along ny bitterest rival in the political struggle for caa- 
□and of the regiment. The personnel at first showed soae hostility to 
lie, Ixi t later served ._ie notably well. 

In order to f^ve the ^eldekopf a more secure position, I transfer- 
red the heaiy bember intercept to Vienna, not without difficulties 
created on the part of the Gauleiter and the Kreicleiter# The Melde- 
kqpf at that tiue was located in a small roou in the cellar of the 
Luftgou building, so unhantty that there m.8 no roam for the most es- 
sential tables and no place to pit the telephones. -*fter a few hours* 
stretch of work the men and girls working there i It ill, as no vent*- 
ilation was provided, **nd this was the appearance of the famous . elde- 
kqpf, ivhich had so long been kept away frcm cy Jurisdictioiu The first 
thing I tried to do vms to get the G-oileitung to find me another place, 
as they were responsible for (jiartera. «fter long, unpleasant negot- 
iations, I was assigned two roaos in a flak tower. Since it was up to 
engineering -aid construction officers to take over fraa there, and 
adapt them to my use, this work was completed just in time for the us© 
of the Russians, when they entered Vienna* I set up my two »/T com- 
panies on the Schafberg near Vienna, Here again I hod the moot shameful 
rows vdth the ix iiaor: of the Party and the org-uiisation Tout. The lat- 
ter were sene how umble to finish laying a few kil meters of high 
tension c^ble, .-nd putting up a few masts in a ne^rty wood* /hen I sent 
i_y own .. en to help thaa out, they threatened to shoot us. The atmos- 
phere in which business was -one in administrative circles in those 
chzys bordered on bedl^si. 

-after the foim-tian of the regiment I was using between 30 *nd 90 
transmitters in i%r ca* .unications nets* So I formed a team, consisting 
of an officer, a radio u sob aa d o , wd two V* co ^uni cations mem, whose 
mission it was to visit the out-st -tions regularly, inspect and i Errors 
their installations, check on the D/F sets, and initiate the w/ 9 ? ccm-» 
ounic itions operators into the use of the new ciypto^jphic a-terial 
.aid the new SOI. In sdditioii, th checked cm the traffic of the set 
control station from the out-stations* end. I h^a the affloer dree up 
a report on each out-station, which w^s to include ^11 the 
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difficulties that the out-station chief was faced with* -his tom was 
a meet gratifying venture# The ca - ainicationa net of the regiment was 
exemplary fnxi the point of view of radio discipline; this was given 
a double check ty means of a receiver in the staff office, which 
enabled us to monitor. 

Felicitous as the grouping of the S.I* battalions under the three 
8.1* regiments turned out to be, the separation of operational and ad- 
ministrative command in a S,I* division was a serious error* It would 
appear that even after five years of war. General I-artini had not 
learned the necessity of dotting a fault in the organization of the 
SIS Division that he already had had to abolish in the SIS battalions* 
So in this new aet-ig?, the regiments had two masters, each of whoa 
took advantage of every possible opportunity to shove responsibility 
off on the other, or if that didn't go, onto one of the regimental 
coaaunders. on top of this came the unfortunate organization under 
the FuiikaiAi^d,aemn£?afuehrer Reich (Chief Radio Intelligence Officer, 
Reich), which was entirely without influence in the south. hadn’t 
they fonaed a S#I* Division right away, with operational and admini- 
strative cq Tiand in the hand of one nan, vrho in turn was also cau^ 
mander of the 2UF? The reason was in order to create a T/O which would 
provide a place for an incapable and superfluous general, and saae of 
his satellites* The officers who had risen in the SIS were considered 
too young ty the old men of the Signal Corps, v/ho despite all their 
sad experiences v/ith veteran reserve officers and administrative of- 
ficers innocent of a technical background in signal corps v/ork, still 
persisted in holding down the best brans in Radio Intelligence, or 
allowing them to fall into obscurity as the losers in a gome of petty 
intrigue. 

At this point it is in order to make mention of a man who had been 
the real head of the Signal Intelligence Service since the middle of 
194a. When the then 'iajor Friedrich of the General Staff took over 
ccr-amd of the Chi-Stelle des Ob.d.L., after a succession of predeces- 
sors as corrupt as they were incapable, every orae had for a time the 
ja^resaion th-t at last the right man was in the right place. Ity 
virtue of his close relations with the Luftwaffe High CcLaau.xi, as he 
was for a time General Jeschonnek's collaborator, and Jeschonaek had 
been for years chief of the Luftwaffe General Staff, the Chi-Stelle r 
bee *me for the first ti-_*e a central and authoritative organise of 
ecu* , -iiu, over which no Xuftwaffe -»-2 could set himself ajy longer. 
?r±edrich brought oloa w new ideas -na poaiits of view to Signal In- 
telligence oper Lions fra^ his General Staff experience. :ie deserves 
uoct of the creuit for the close liaison we enjcyeu with the High 
Ca^iond. Je g-ve the ideas aid experiences of the apeei .lists a 
hearing, backed th ffi up without consiucrL-g himself, im. ^c^_apted and 
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acted on good suggestions that \mre offered to him. Unfortunately he 
failed to continue his high promise, I have the feeling that after 
1942 the highly specialized departments of the Signal Intelligence 
Service grew too much for him to keep up with, technic ally as well as 
frcn* the viewpoint of personnel, He often admitted that technical mut- 
ters were ftmjdUimentally incajpatihle Tfith his being, and as a General 
Staff officer he had had no Signal Corps training. But the worst feature 
of ail was that he was unable to introduce uiy rational poliq/ into the 
Sipial Intelligence Service methods of assigning personnel. He never 
understood the situation enough to relieve the tension at the beginning 
of the war between the old civil servants, who had been in for years 
and had became mostly parasitic growths, and the young blood which had 
just erne in, und had proved itself worthy. The old guard had built an 
impregnable political stronghold for itself in the *^rstall, and taken 
care of its own by giving thm all the key position, - rother short- 
ccedng was his failure to bring it about that this service, becoming 
ever more specialised, should be ceu^anded ty ljch who were f<imli r 
vrith these specialties. He was much more likely to depend on ca Dan- 
ders who knew less of the actual interests of the Radio Intelligence 
Service than he himself, but who h~d no idea whatever of the puipose 
,nd mission of the service, which of comrae they themselves should 
have been duty bound to represent ma stand up for. moreover he filled 
his staff with hi 3 own grave triggers, advisers who did not measure up 
to the responsibilities the/ held, ither j* ^equle or specialists, but 
who nevertheless knew how to pi ay up to their chief, whose sdnd tns 
always on a thousand different things *nd who Was fundamentally too 
goou-nvtareu. ^ branch of the service which included the cream of 
Gscaaa, intelligence, rod which c lied for the highest degree of cental 
sharpness, technical ability, wid knowledge of the world and the people 
in it, should have had a chief who y#os 2 age dlffereatfy fraa this pro- 
fessional soldier, whose horizon ; nd bility never rose above the level 
of a good compui^r clerk# Friedrich knew hi; -self well enough to turn 
down the coj-i^nd of the gign.l Intelligence Division, which was offered 
to him. His inability to take up Id wus at times most paralyzing 

to the disp tch of business. X c n rewiber battalion ccr_— *nner f s con- 
ferences during which it w,_s disputed for three days untie r whose ca> 

; nd a certain D/F station should be. He ulmys insisted In particular 

upon clear tliirudr.g .m eeislon on the ; rt of his suber-in tee, but 
i/he never one sent him .4 teletype for n or. r, one auld ecu e b *cl 
which was - 3 the Delphic Oracle, nd Ixys placed all 

responsibility on the recipient. In his person he w*® -have reproach, 
but he was too easily influenced ty his subc* _s. The extent of his 
indecision is-v be d&ionstr. tec by the f ict th-t ho left his wife ^nd 

M la ierlin to f 11 waL a ods, Ithou^i he knew better 

th n ryone how tl*e situation w s uevelcpin^ .nd could h vc iwscued 
them easily even t the very 1 ,st ^a^ent. 
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End of 1944 I spent Christaas and Hew 'tear with outlying stations in Hun- 

gary* I made it a practise never to announce ny inspection trips to 
aj^rone in advance* X notified the adjutant when I arrived at Ey des- 
tination* These expeditions vrere not very well liked ty ij$ battalion 
and coL^aiy caaaanders, because I Juried on whmaoever I found res- 
ponsible for neglecting things in sy regii^ental orders, regardless of 
who he was, and allowed the shortest possible tine only for correct- 
ion, I was ecu ally generous with ty praise when everything was in 
good shf^>e* This time I descended on troops who h^d apparently been 
entirely forgotten in the conftision of the maiy moves* These men had 
been in the outermost forward stations in the southeast ever since oper- 
ations began there, perfon-dng the most dmanding type of service, 
without furloughs for two years, and were almost all overdue for pro- 
motions for an erreiz longer period* I did everything I could to mate up 
for it ri^ht away; but the heart felt thanks of these poor devils, who 
incidentally through this unexpected visit were able to get their 
holiday wine and mokes, is the finest Chrlstanaa memory I have* 

os the Genian air opposition became more and more paralysed, the 
fight er-bcxabers of the ^aerican TiF raided Austria unopposed, and 
brought transportation to a standstill as fur as Linz .nd Salzburg. 
Therefore I set nyself the task of organizing a fore- warning service 
for the .alpine area, so that industry, tranapi .Ration, and the civilian 
population could reap the advantages of it. 3*y suggestion vras to set up 
kP transmitters near the Gan capitals of Linz, Graz, and Salzburg, as 
well os **grau and Harbor g, and have these transmitters broadcast air 
raid warnings in the clear to their respective Gaus. attached to each 
of these transmitters w^s to be a small Heldekqpf. The prerequisite! 
for this were a VliF D/p base line, a camuni cat ions net, .-nd the 
availability of a few "/ICE 1 receivers. The difficulty of obtaining 
materials was toe jpreat at the time, -nd merlin took too long to think 
it over to put the plan into effect. *:j worst short was "/IIP receive 
era. One ca^poiy in the '.'eat had at the tiue more operational YHT 
Sadirs th^n I had in qy .hole regiment. 

\fhen the kussi-im succeeded in *-**-~*..^ their first break through 
into Styria in the be^Lniilng of 194 , Graz seemed threatened, I 
: anally jq~+ : ruLaaion to pe rns to Afctersee* Zh l pUsirt 

this for months, -nd ever 3-nce P ntchova I thought of it the one 
sensible place to be, bee use the only 1 -nu lines that *#ent fra^ 
PruL^statten to tlie Keich -ere always ei* t g interrupter j -ir stocks, 
whereas -attersee w^s right at the central croasin^ point of the Lo»i 
lines connecting with the west, north ^ south. The operational 
roaa uiia billets t ;e Gauleitung -ssijnec us were very satisfactory, 
in f ct just -bout zy eet of the whole war* I ordered 
tr-na-iit .em ^essaje center radios built into veldclea; so four oar 
five heavy md m Joca traasuittero were set up in : bus. -*fter we 
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left Vienna I 'built even the lieldekcpf into a bus, In this -wbj the 
most vital ccnagponento of tte regiment were no longer tied down to aiy 
particular locality* and were operational at all times. 


Dissolution of 
Beffcrat C 
Jooi&iy 1345 


At this tiM the rest of Referat C was transferred to me* as the 
Russians in the course of their offensive were cutting ever deeper into 
Gen-.&n territoxy* and the situation of Berlin was beccudng critic -1. 


Scxe of the men were ordered to take part in the defense of Berlin, and 
what was left founl refuge in cy regimental evaluation section, A 
number of the girls in the ICarstall CJme to iy evaluation coop ary, and 
sane were transferred to the most centrally-located fixed Signal Intel- 
ligence stations in the middle of the Reich, When Upper Silesia was 
lost* uL+ry of ty auxiliaries lost their homes* The depressed state af 
morale which affected all iy personnel on this account foiced me for 
the first ti e in ny career to throw off uj reserve, I called a for- 
station and made on attempt to pull them out of their depressed state, 
uj pointing out to them the frightful consequences of a totally lost 
war* and said that the only way out of our desperate situation was to 
sta,' together and maintain good discipline. 


rfcre^t fra- Vienna In the middle of the regiment's L.ove fra.; Gras to -ttersee* which 

Ijlnning 154-5 was tiling place rdthout friction* * nd in leap frog fashion, I learned 


tetreat fra- V; 

^^Lnriiig 1545 


of the evacuation of Vienna, Thereupon I ehang d cy destination tu- 
rned! tely* nd drove to the heldekopf Vienna* which wus not yet mot- 
orized and whose irreplaceable material : ust not be lost at uy price, 
Thanks to the organisational ability of the chief of the :.eldekopf 
ca.pujy* Oberleutnant Koch* the tr nsfer was lreaty in full swing ty 
the time I arrived in Vienna, Vfhxle most of the staffs and offices that 
were evacuating did not bother about their girls ^ry further* It, Koch 
succeeded in evacuating 150 of his girl irdliaries with their be- 
longing. 

On the w a/ back to dttersee* I co ld observe the evacuation of 
the re-r echelon troops tran Vienrv* at v. y close im.rters, host of 
these vrearers of the aid for lid *0. r_onea 11 feelings of honor and 
duty* <s result of their years of :^nt»l idleness and self-indulgent 
excesses, ,.n old soldier* the thing that shocked ;.e most was the 
treatment of the ^rls who hod been working for the Aimed Forces, now 
turned out on the street by the 1 *rr staffs which up to that tii^ had 
been txdng cruel aivurt of them, Without aiy possessions* mostly 
without j. he these girls vsn lift to their .arl „ s jgt i 

of the retreat, ^s long as I h.d rocL. for another girl on om of ^ 
vehicles* I took her along* Op to the lost minute* I held myself res- 
ponsible for the s 4"ety nd good or-ar of ...y auxiliaries, in opposit- 
ion to . order to the contr iy fra. the Luftwaffe High 3a— -nd. 
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life in Officers' 


General St-ff 
Officer. 


<1 


offlcer^aspirants in the regiment attend an of-icei '3 course , so I 
could see what kind of soldiers they 1m re, a nd give then the oppor- 
tunity to get a basic training in Sign:.! Intelligence and radar 
intercept work. Upon inspecting the class, I found I had a number of 
privileged characters on _y hands, One had an uncle who was a general, 
and who telephoned we every fortnight to find out how his nephew was 
doing* mother w-s related to the Gauleiter of Munich. a third even 
enjcyed scue co-inection with a rell-kncm female movie star, who used 
to help him out ly influencing k:y officers, Fraa the very first day, 

I mde it qxlte clear to these ^.eaplfi that I w s not the least bit 
interested in their edited connections, which would do the* no gpod 
in isy organisation, ^ they would be judged solely on their aptitude 
for the work and their merits as nen* The coarse ended with the priv- 
ileged characters abandoning their intention to became officers. This 
of course meant that I would be forever in the b-d books of these higj^ 
ly influential 011x3103, who became more capricious in exercising their 
influence, the acre plainly their dfys were Huitersd* The rest of the 
class gave prad.se of becoming capable Signa l Intelligence officers. 

I have always been an ene.y of the life in officers 1 clubs* I liave 
seen too much that proved demoralising in these clubs, curing lon£ 
service, to tcler-te of- iceivclub uor^ls within ca dh en I was 

oajpvoy cQ ^^nder I ate at the some table with . y none ass *nd men* I 
disapproved fundamentally of the iuea that officers should ti^ve their 
food more carefully prepared than enlisted men* Later, when Ly post 
expanded, I erected a modest officers' billet for the sake of appear*- 
ances. But drirddng baits and orgies £iid not take place there. During 
the whole war, I reaaenber only four parties in which I participated 
but to which however attendance w-s .ore or less obligatory; yet no 
one can accuse uc of being a foe of due or good co/paiy, I siiip!ly had 
a fund -.ent.il prejudice ag-lnst the a.pty tradition of the drinking 
bout, which was unfortunately so co . jscientiously carried on where xhe 
older officers were in ca. Jmd, This type of ca ander w.s -11 too 
apt to judge his younger cairodes according to their qualities as 
drinking iaen, ^nd not according to their value to the service. This 
attitude cost rae l. ry n unhappy brush with iy old regi:ent.l c<»- 
L**nder in Athens, ^nu I c^e out with a whole akin only because GeMral 
Gose.-isch felt the b way about it as I did* 

I have nothing but respect for the old (kne r 1 Staff offloers who 
were formerly on the General Staff of the Reichs .ehr. r :hej were per- 
sonally -hove reproach, di^^iified, ~nd the incarnation of the severe, 
sc If -de rying soldier* The successes of the first years of the war sere 
due to these uen. The new blood however, which curin w t., war was trials 
former h£f ever mare abbreviated courses Into wearers of the striped 
trousers, radiated ignorance and conceit. X was several tir.es a witness *| 
to the appoint ,ent of BCme of these young offloers to the General Staff. [ 
It bore m striking similarity to the pra-Otian to serysant in the «U 
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propelled Planes 
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Reichsvfehr. The young uian who had Just received his red atripes become 
so haughty that he no longer recognized his old friends. 

The course of instruction in the General Staff 1 School was confined 
to Officers 1 Club eti<jiette, histoiy of art, and the histoiy of an- 
cient cai^pai^is. Nothing really useful was taught these student of- 
ficers, who were picked for the most part because of personal con- 
nections, The way in which they became heioe tic illy sealed into the 
boscLi of the Hij£h Cccmiand Officers 1 Club also had a ruinous effect* 

The decent young officers generally did not prolong their career on 
the General Staff, but e^plqjred every device to return to the units 
at the front, fcfy' personal experiences vdth the new General Staff of- 
ficers were notably unfortunate. 

A few weeks before the collapse X paid a visit to the 1st Bat- 
talion, which at the tine was stationed in Canazei in the Tyrol* Since 
the beginning it hhd worked ty the side of ly outfit in covering the 
Mediterranean* Although its IJCO's were such superior to those of the 
Southeast, as they were of the old key personnel of 1938- 134 C, because 
of their poor and unpuiposeful leadership, its performance was most 
uneven. The officer corps had ao degenerated through years of soft 
living in the best hotels, imbibing the good It ill . n wine, and main- 
taining the general pace of the officers* clubs, that after the fill 
of bicily they hud to be relieves -laost in toto* Unfortunately the 
liars tall exercised its custa^xy bad judgement in the selection of 
replacements, which turned out to be no great iL£ reverent, The fact 
that the collapse caae before I could clean up tb~s situation is I 
think the only thing I regret at the war f o end, since it was the om 
job I left unfinished. 

For the first evening after arrival in Cnuzei, a well-rehear- 
sed routine was acted out for ay general edification, which was rather 
abruptly brought to on end hy so-e c -us tic caa.*enta an nf part, Frat 
the point of view of Signal Intelligence, there was not such to be 
expected fraa this battalion* I iix mediately organised urgently 
needed close range intelligence eper itiooe to serve our rwy Divisions, 
but this was never accomplished, due to the prestm rmllnpee of the 
Italian front* The oierillaa and partisans in the slpiae valleys beoMB 
most threatening in their activities* I *7 seriously endan^ercL the 
supplying of troops* One of our couriers was shot ty partisans ^airing 
this tine. 

Shortly before the war's end I was island to a conference at tbs 
8 th Fighter Division hoodcuarters on the plans far operation of the 
Jet-propelled fighter# At that tins, xhree to four suodrons of Jet- 
fighters were to be transferred to the Southeast* I hoped that this 
c^eration against the fighter-bo ibers which «re paralysing all 
transportation, would be the lost great feat of arus of the Geruon 
Luftwaffe* The most accurate and swift reports would be s e eded to 
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assist the controller of these planes, because of their great speed* 

The rapid advance of the Jtaterlcan Seventh jaade all these prepaid 

at ions of no avail, 

Aa the eoeiy was advancing into the Reich, the Volkastimi was 
called up in all districts. In post cases it was criminal to send 
unamed old nen and small children, who bad had no military training 
and were without military Xeadersldp, against a battle-wise and 
superior ©neqy. t/h&t made me most sorry for these poor people who 
thus had weapons forced into their hinds, was that they were not being 
C 0 L 2 .mnded ly officers, to which the veterans among them were accustomed, 
but rather ty wen of the Parly, I had ample occasion to see this situ- 
ation with up own eyes, in the course of i^y miy trips to the front, 

I saw how the Graz Volks stum was aimed, The old guns captured fraa 
the Italians, with five rounds apiece, did not even suffice for a 
Qixrter of those called up* In spite of this, they vrere supposed to 
hold off the cooing Bolsheviks, under the orders of an insane Gauleiter 
who himself resigned in good tine* 

«s ^oeidcan forces vrere advancing into the SalzkaExaergut, the 
regimental staff with two companies ucved to Steinach, Bavaria, to 
avoid capture, Two days later followed the signing of the uncoi^it- 
ional surrender agreement, whereupon I took ny nen to the G*iF Con- 
centration area in .ischboch, Bavaria, on on from Luftflotte 6, res- 
ponsible for this area. The remaining units of the 2nd Battalion col- 
lected here one after the other. The 1st Battalion fell into British 
hands at C&nasei. The .unH aides were interned in a caap near Bologna, 
and the ~.en vrere carried off to iraples, The stupefied R^F officers 
thought they had uncovered on espionage organization. 

Scrae weeks ago I was released fraa Ftf status, I hope soon to be 
able to find a place in civilian life, which I wanted to do eijat 
years ago, life h-s beccrie bald and indeed in Genaary, and everything 
will be reduced to a struggle for the bar© necessities of life, A 
feeling of prof oundest political unrest do-iinatea the land, which ty 
losing the war has sunk from the ruling power of Europe to a mere 
geoj 2 ^>hical entity* The character of the German ha* became more un- 
certain than ever, as the tfehrsk-cht, the fountainhead of order, pr<^ 
j^riety, ond discipline ^iong the people has been deatreyed, .ov- four 
such different countries as France, England, ioerlca, aal Russia all 
have the praiseworthy intention of reeducating them. I am not aony 
to hear of the indefinite internment of the Gem m Gemral Staff, I do 
not believe that the younger members of this organism jyway will 
constitute ajy great loss to the Gensan Nation. However, I do fear 
that all Germans who fell into Russian h~nds ^re forever lost to ary 
kind of life in a European Gas-uni iy of Nations, Whether there ever is 
such a thing frill depend in large eosure on those to whoa our heritage 
hoc been passec an. For iy c nm \ -rt, I her e to build with i*y h*iv*s a 
aodeat existence for ^yselr und iui edi te fondly, in my own country* 
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